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Women, Wordsand Wisdom
BY SOLANGEHERTZ,WESTMINSTER, MD.
The Newman Press. 184 pp. $3.50.
Book Review by John J. Fritscher (Jack Fritscher)

Women, Wordsand Wisdomisawarm, often touching, and frequently hilariousseriesof essaysespousingthe
philosophy of thedustpan. Assuming her audienceto bemenwho“ can’ t understand women,” housewives, and
young women contempl ating marriage, author Hertz proceedsvdiantly.

Apparently sheknowswhereof shespeaks; for her style, aspersonal asitispersonable, providesa
wealth of spirituaity glossedwithan earthy humor. (“ Poverty of spirit: Being abletowear muskrat-dyed mink.”)
Drawingfrom her own experiences(sheoncehad acat for aspiritua director), she perpetratesaphorismsof
theobviouswith atwist and aflair that of ten open windowsto anins ght which would not enter by thedoor.

ThisAuntieMaineof thebiblical quarterlies(shedoteson owningacompl ete set of theworksof
Tertullian) touchesuponthemain spiritua and physical problemsof thehousewifewith sympathy and percep-
tion, rgj ecting self-pity infavor of thejoyful understanding of one’ srole. (“1tisthehousewife’ sspecial littleshare
intheRedemptionto beableto atonefor others' sinsby washing others' clothes.”)

Shedrawsacloseparallel between thehousewifeof today and theHousewife of Nazareth, emphasizing
thedefiniteMarian spirit that might pervadeevery woman with adomesticvocation.

Caution: addictionto thisengaging book setsinat first reading and usersreturn for more. And good
reason—after all, shecounsel shousewivesto be abandoned women, solvesoverweight, and advocatestheart
of nagging God.
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